
 September 7, Speaker Meeting- 
AG Karen Current 
September 14, Speaker Meeting-
Reginald Santiago from Our Returning
Neighbors Organization 
September 21, Speaker Meeting- TBD
September 28, Evening Social 
Happy Hour for Hope- Linksters Tap
Room with Dubz catering. Entry $15 p/p

Meetings are held at Heron Creek Golf &
Country Club, 5301 Heron Creek Blvd
from noon to 1 pm. 
Evening Social Meetings are held on the
last Wednesday of the month from 5:30
till 7:30 pm. They are held at various
venues around town
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Upcoming Meetings 
September is Hispanic Heritage Month!

Message from the President ("La Presidenta")

"Unidos: Inclusivity for a Stronger Nation.”

Bienvenidos! to the Rotary Club of North Port
Central as we celebrate Hispanic Heritage

Month. September is designated as National
Hispanic Heritage Month. As a Latina, having
been born in the island of Cuba, I am proud
to celebrate and share my cultural heritage
with my Rotary Club. It so happens that the

first Rotary Club in Latin America was
established in Cuba.

Hispanic Heritage Month is significant
for Rotary International, which

represents 21 Spanish-speaking
countries and thousands of members

around the World. Interesting fact,
Florida was first colonized by the

Spanish, hence its name “La Florida” and
was traded for Cuba to the British on

February 10, 1763. 
Once upon a time I wrote an article for a

woman’s magazine “No Woman is an Island.”
Despite having come from an Island, I hold

that belief firm. The Rotary as a service
organization exemplifies that belief. The
Clubs individually and its members work

together as a team to accomplish our service
goals in our seven areas of focus, which are

the following:
Continued on page 3

 



"Life's most persistent and urgent question is: What are you doing for others?”
 – Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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3 thoughts on attracting members and keeping them
By Abdulwahab B Akinlade, past president of the Rotaract Club of Ikorodu Golden, Lagos, Nigeria

Membership is the backbone of organizations
like Rotary. My friend Musiliu Babatunde has a
favorite song about Rotary, and it is called Wake
Up Rotarians. It talks about the importance of
membership to a club and how a club will
become inactive and die if there are no
members. The song prompted me to think
about ways we can attract members. Here are a
few thoughts:
1. Fun Activities
Rotaract clubs should host activities that attract
young people. Socializing and having fun is a
good thing and complements service. Picnics,
beach parties, and happy hours are just some of
the activities you can plan. 
2. Service Projects
At the same time, service is what draws many
people to Rotaract and Rotary — the ability to
join together with others to take action and
achieve more than you could ever do on your
own. We should continue to partner with other
Rotaract and Rotary clubs in our communities to
improve our neighborhoods. It’s like when you
plant a tree and you help the ecosystem. A
member who gets involved in service projects
becomes an impact maker in their community.

3. Print, broadcast, and social media
There is no substitute for publicity. And social media
makes it easier than ever. We can attract prospective
members, but also people who want to support us and
work with us. Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, WhatsApp and
more should be used for timely updates on our programs
and the projects we engage in. But don’t limit your
updates to just one or two platforms like WhatsApp and
Facebook. Use the full spectrum and don’t forget print
media such as newspapers and magazines, or broadcast
media.

September 6, SCF Open House/ Club Rush- Rotarac
10am to 1pm 

September 10, Mendoza Family Fundraiser- In Front of
Quality TV in North Port  

September 17, Day for Kids 
Gene Matthews Boys & Girls Club 10am to 1pm 6851 S.
Biscayne Drive North Port

Upcoming Events
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Our Club at Glance

Gerard Sola and Alfred Current
visit our club and talk about

Membership

We have two new members!
Dean Chesnut and Yamilette Davila

Our President receives a
 District Governor's Certificate 
of Appreciation for Years 21-22

Our Club at the Young Professional's
Back to School Bash

Continues from page 1

•Basic Education & Literacy
•Maternal & Child Health
•Peace & Conflict Prevention/Resolution
•Disease Prevention & Treatment
•Water, Sanitation & Hygiene
•Community & Economic Development
•Support the Environment

 
           We live in an interdependent World, which is evident where a

far away war in the Ukraine affects what happens in the United
States, Africa, Europe, Asia, Latin America and the entire world.

People around the World, and right here at home, are impacted by
Rotary’s areas of focus These human challenges do not exist in

isolation. Only working together can we meet these challenges. No
matter our personal beliefs and cultural heritage, we have more in

common than we have differences. No person is an island. Let’s
keep working together to make our time here

better for ALL concerned. 
 

Congratulations!
To our President Maria Lara and Program's Chair

Sonia Owens on Graduating from 
Leadership North Port 2022


