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A re you ready to show off your Rotary 
pride on your vehicle? 

After seven years of hard work by Rotary Dis-
trict Leaders across the State of Florida, on 
September 19, 2020, Governor Ron DeSantis 
signed a long-awaited bill that effectively cre-
ated a new Florida specialty license plate fea-
turing the Rotary logo. 

The new tag will help fund Rotary Youth Programs across all 
Florida Rotary Districts, and is available for pre-purchase. 

Rotary, at its core, is a volunteer service organization that 
prompts its members to support 
local and regional initiatives, in-
cluding the creation of youth 
leadership development pro-
grams. 

Understanding where the revenue 
from this specialty license plate will be allocated will help you 
see how your support for Rotary can benefit its Youth Programs 
throughout the state and Camp Florida. 

Anyone who Owns a Vehicle in Florida can Purchase a Florida 
Rotary License Plate. 

Yes, anyone can buy a Florida Rotary license plate—even if you 
are not a member of Rotary. If you are over 18 and own a mo-
tor vehicle in Florida, you can have the Florida Rotary license 
plate. All you have to do is pre-order your tag, and once the li-

cense plate goes into production, you will be all set to get 
your own. 

Suppose you have a parent, grandparent, brother, sister, 
cousin, friend, or even a neighbor who is a Rotarian, and 

you want to show support for their commitment to Service 
Above Self. In that case, you can order a Rotary Florida li-

cense plate. 
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Upcoming Events 
July 6, No Meeting. 

July 13, Speaker Meeting - Jennifer Fa-
genbaum, Executive Director of the 
Family Promise of SSC, a Nonprofit 
which helps get families out of a hous-
ing crisis. 

July 20, No Meeting. 

July 27, Evening Social - Caribbean 
Community Radio, 941 Tamiami Trail, 
Port Charlotte, FL 33953. Food & Drinks 
provided for $12. 

Speaker Meetings for the summer sea-
son are only held on the second  
Wednesday at the Heron Creek Golf & 
Country Club, 5301 Heron Creek Blvd. 
Meetings are from noon to 1 pm.  

Evening Social Meetings are held on 
the last Wednesday of the month.  
They are held at various venues around 
town and are from 5:30 till 7:30 pm.
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Every Rotary Member is invited and encouraged to attend Board Meetings to give ideas and comments; however, final voting is 
left to the Board of Directors.
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Board of Directors 
President: Maria Lara 
President-Elect: Dean McConville 
Past-President: Craig Olson 
Treasurer: Louis Okonkwo 
Executive Secretary: Jerry Manegold 
Sergeant-at-Arms: Paul Patterson 
Director: John Cruzeiro 

District 6960 Officers 
District Governor: Neil Snyder 
Area Governor Area 7: Karen Current  
District Governor-Elect: Alfred Current III 
iPast Governor: Andrew Lyman

Permanent superiority has never been realized by any nation in history. After the rise comes the fall. 
-Paul P. Harris

The Florida Rotary license plate initiative was spear-
headed thanks to the leadership of Liz Fields, Ro-
tary’s Camp Florida Executive Director, and the sup-
port of all eight Rotary Districts in Florida—and a 
multi-year team of District Governors. 

The Florida Rotary tag was first conceived as an op-
portunity to fund the Camp. However, through the 
involvement of multiple Rotarian leaders in the ca-
pacities of District Governor-level roles and Camp 
Florida’s volunteer Board of Directors, the tag is 
now a reality. 

Located in Brandon, Florida, Camp Florida is a 
project born by Rotarians. They wanted to create a 
campground where children of all ages and special 
needs could have a safe environment to camp with 
their families. 

Today the opportunity to continue serving children 
at Rotary’s Camp Florida makes it even more essen-
tial to ensure its funding with a noble cause like the 
Florida Rotary specialty license plate initiative. 

The new Florida Rotary License Plate is available 
thanks to the perseverance and dedication of a 
team of multiple Rotary Leaders from every District 

in Florida. Their hard work, alongside the leaders of 
Rotary’s Camp Florida and other dedicated Rotari-
ans, has paid off. However, we need to pre-sell 
3,000 license plates before they can go into produc-
tion. 

We look forward to seeing the back of your car 
sporting a beautiful Florida Rotary Tag. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Can I customize my Florida “Rotary” specialty tag 
with a custom word? 

Yes, you can customize it but please note that due 
to the approved layout, only five (5) characters will 
be allowed on the license plate. 

Can a non-Rotarian purchase the Florida “Rotary” 
specialty tag? 

Yes, the Florida Rotary tag is available for purchase 
to anyone who wants to support Rotary Youth Pro-
grams, including families, friends, and anyone else 
who wants to display their support. 

For more information, you can go to  
https://floridarotarytag.com and 
https://rotaryscampflorida.org

Committees 
Invocation: Louis Okonkwo 
Website: Jerry Manegold 
Historian: Ken Lund 
Dictionary Project Chair: John Cruzeiro 
Drowning Prevention Chair: Craig Olson 
Foundation Grants Chair: Maria Lara  
Membership Chair: Rhonda Gustitus 
International Service Chair: Louis Okonkwo 
Speaker Programs Chair: Sonia Owens 
Youth Services/Interact Chair: Laura Ansel 
Disaster Relief Chair: Paul Patterson 
Fundraising/Programs Chair: Sonia Owens 



Rotary Club of North Port Central 
Information 

Maria Lara, President 

Mailing address: PO Box 7783 

North Port, FL 34290

Email: rotaryclubofnpc@gmail.com

Facebook: facebook.com/rotarynorthport

Website: rotaryclubofnorthportcentral.com.


Scan your phone’s camera over this QR 
code to go to our website.
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Jennifer Jones, member of the Rotary Club of 
Windsor-Roseland, Ontario, Canada, will be the 
first woman to take office as Rotary In-
ternational President in the service organiza-

tion’s 117-year existence on 1 July 2022. 

During her one-year term, Jones will focus on build-
ing new relationships and establishing collabora-
tions with organizations that share 
Rotary’s commitment to driving im-
pact through humanitarian service 
and to developing leaders around 
the globe. She has also made Ro-
tary’s commitment to diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion a key part of her 
presidential platform. 

“Diversity has long been one of our 
core values and continues to serve 
as a foundation for how we interact 
with each other and our communi-
ties,” said Jones. “I know that my 
experiences and perspective as a 
woman mean that I bring a differ-
ent lens to how I see and approach 
opportunities and challenges for our organization. I 
hope to be a catalyst for similar opportunities for 
leaders from all backgrounds that comprise the 
global mosaic of our organization. We are stronger, 
more creative, and more effective when we ask for 
and leverage those diverse perspectives to tackle 
the world’s most pressing challenges.” 

As a professional communicator with more than 30 
years of experience, Jones will also use her voca-
tional strength as a storyteller to shine a light on 
the positive and lasting impact Rotary clubs are 
making to improve lives and strengthen communi-
ties across the globe. “This year, we are going to 
bring Rotary service projects center stage around 

the world. We will put a special focus on 
visible, high impact acts of service 
across our areas of focus, drawing at-
tention to the incredible work that Ro-
tary members are doing.” said Jones. 

Jones officially takes office as Rotary In-
ternational President on 1 July 2022 in 
Ottawa, Canada at the mid-point of her 
cross-country tour. Dubbed Imagine 
Rotary Canada, Jones is traveling coast-
to-coast, stopping at twelve hubs along 
the way to meet with local officials and 
participate in projects that address 
pressing issues including food insecuri-
ty, plastic and litter in waterways, and 
the safety of seasonal guest workers. 

As president, Jones will oversee Rotary’s top goal of 
eradicating polio. “When we harness our connec-
tions, deepen our relationships, and create new 
partnerships - our collective efforts can change lives 
for generations,” said Jones. “There is no better 
proof point of our impact than our effort to eradi-
cate polio.”

First woman takes office as president of Rotary International
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