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Upcoming Events 
May 4, Roger Norman tells 
about the North Port Connection 
of the Legacy Trail. 

May 11,Emily Shaw is from the 
North Port Chamber of Com-
merce. 

May 18, Elaine Allen Emrich 
from the North Port Kiwanis Club. 

May 25, Evening Social 5:30 pm at 
the Hampton Inn & Suites, 5664 
Tuscola Blvd. 

June 1, Bernice Pelea will talk 
about Understanding Alzheimer’s 
and Dementia 

Speaker Meetings are held each 
Wednesday at the Heron Creek 
Golf & Country Club, 5301 Heron 
Creek Blvd. Meetings are from 
noon to 1 pm unless otherwise 
noted. 

May 1, 2022 Chartered - May 27, 1987The Worlds Best Rotary Club

May is Youth Service (formerly called New 
Generations) Month when Rotary Clubs 
around the world focus on youth ser-

vices, Rotaract, Interact, RYLA, Youth Exchange 
and Earlyact. 

Rotaract 

It's a global movement of young leaders who are 
developing innovative solutions to the world’s 
most pressing challenges. Rotaract clubs bring 

together people ages 18-30 to exchange ideas with leaders in the 
community, develop leadership and professional skills, and have 
fun through service. In communities worldwide, Rotary and Ro-
taract members work side by side to take action through service. 
From big cities to rural villages, Rotaract is changing communities 
like ours. Rotaract clubs decide how to organize and run their club, 
manage their own funds, and plan and carry out activities and ser-
vice projects aligned with causes that are important to their com-
munity. Rotary club 
sponsors offer guid-
ance and support and 
work with Rotaract as 
partners in service. 

Interact 

Interact clubs bring to-
gether young people 
ages 12-18 to develop 
leadership skills while 
discovering the power 
of Service Above Self.  Serious leadership can be seriously fun. In-
teract clubs organize at least two projects every year; one that 
helps their school or community and one that promotes in-
ternational understanding. Rotary club sponsors mentor and guide 
Interactors as they carry out projects and develop leadership skills. 
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Board of Directors 
President: Maria Lara 
President-Elect Maria Lara 
Past-President: Craig Olson 
President-Nominee: Dean McConville 
Treasurer: Louis Okonkow 
Treasurer-Assistant: Maria Kalapati 
Executive Secretary: Jerry Manegold 
Directors: John Cruzeiro, Paul Patterson,  
 Ken Lund 
  
District Governor for Area 7: Andy Lyman 
Assistant Governor: Mallory Lasoroso 
District Governor-Elect: Neil Snyder 
District Governor-Nominee: Alfred Currant

Committees 
Invocation: Louis Okonkwo 
Sergeant-at-Arms: Paul Patterson 
Website: Walt Powers, Jr 
Historian: Ken Lund 
Dictionary Project Chair: John Cruzeiro 
Drowning Prevention Chair: Craig Olson 
Foundation Grants Chair: Maria Lara 
Membership Chair: Rhonda Gustitus 
International Service Chair: Louis Okonkwo 
Speakers Programs Chair: Sonia Owens 
Media/Fundraising Chair: Sonia Owens 
Youth Services/Interact Chair: Laura Ansel

Every Rotary Member is invited and encouraged to attend Board Meetings to give ideas and comments; however, final voting is 
left to the Board of Directors.
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A lie doesn’t become the truth, wrong doesn’t become right, and evil doesn’t become good, just be-
cause it is accepted by a majority.  Booker T. Washington

Earlyact 

Earlyact operates in a way similar to Interact for 
those youth in a primary aged school in the com-
munity. EarlyAct™ is a school-wide service club for 
elementary students from ages 5 to 13. The mis-
sion and operation of EarlyAct™ are closely linked 
to the ideals of Rotary and provide the foundation 
for and natural succession into Interact. EarlyAct™ 
provides young students the opportunity for gain-
ing an increased awareness and knowledge of their 
community and the world. At a young age, all stu-
dents can easily be encouraged to be caring and 
helpful. Their minds are open to recognizing the 
dignity and worth of each individual which builds 
respect for others. 

Rotary Peace Fellowships 

Each year, Rotary selects up to 100 professionals 
from around the world to receive fully funded aca-
demic fellowships at Rotary Peace Centers. Chula-
longkorn University in Bangkok is one of the six 
partner universities. 

Rotary Community Corps 

Finding community solutions to community chal-
lenges, Rotary Community Corps unites Rotary 
members with non-members to make a positive 
difference. 

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) 

RYLA is a leadership development program for 
young people who want to learn new skills, build 
their confidence, and have fun. Events range from 
one-day seminars to weeklong camps. 

Rotary Youth Exchange 

Rotary Youth Exchange builds peace one young 
person at a time. Students learn a new language, 
discover another culture, and truly become global 
citizens. 

New Generations Service Exchange 

New Generations Service Exchange is a short-term, 
customizable program for university students and 
young professionals up to age 30. Participants can 
design exchanges that combine their professional 
goals with a humanitarian project. 

Credit Roger Lindley at cmirotary.org

https://www.rotarychula.org/
https://www.rotarychula.org/


The Object of Rotary 
First formulated in 1910 and adapted through the years as Rotary’s mission expanded, the Object of 
Rotary provides a succinct definition of the organization’s purpose as well as the club member’s re-
sponsibilities. 

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise 
and, in particular, to encourage and foster: 

1. The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service; 

2. High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful 
occupations; and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society; 

3. The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life; 

4. The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship 
of business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.

Rotary Club of North Port Central 
Information 

Maria Lara, President 

Mailing address: PO Box 7783 

North Port, FL 34290

Email: rotaryclubofnpc@gmail.com

Facebook: facebook.com/rotarynorthport

Website: rotaryclubofnorthportcentral.com.


Scan your camera’s phone over this QR 
code to go to our website.
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Our gala event for 2022 was Havana Nights. We had a 
great turnout, and all had a good time. There was sal-
sa dancing, plenty of Cuban food, gambling, and raf-
fle prizes. The picture above shows the rewards 
awarded at the end of the evening. Now the planning 
starts on our gala event for 2023. I’m sure it’s going to 
be even better. 

mailto:rotaryclubofnpc@gmail.com
http://facebook.com/rotarynorthport
http://rotaryclubofnorthportcentral.com

