
We are proud to announce 
our gala event of the year! 

The Rotary Club of North Port Central Havana/Casi-
no Night will be held Saturday, April 30, 2022, 6 pm-
10 pm, held at the Amvets Post 312, 7050 Chancel-
lor Blvd in North Port, FL. 

The fantastically fun fundraiser is a festive night in-
spired by the vibrant Cuban culture showcasing de-

lectable Cuban cuisine with a unique tropical cocktail- “The Mojito” 
and cigar bar. Exhilarating casino slot machines as well as blackjack, 
roulette, craps, and 
poker tables. Attendees 
can purchase raffles 
tickets for themed bas-
kets. Or Attendees can 
bid on silent auction-
themed baskets. 

Musical Sound Selec-
tions by DJ Tony Gonza-
lez. Special Latin Dance 
performance by Kath-
leen Candales. Come 
Dressed in your most 
Cuban-inspired outfit. 

Tickets: $60 per person; 
purchase online at 
https://tinyurl.com/
nphavananights or call 
941-787-7703. Spon-
sorship opportunities 
are still available. Con-
tact Maria Lara at 
941-787-7703. 
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Upcoming Events 
For April 

April 6, David Pankiw brings 
Lyuda Belokon to talk on the  
Ukraine war. 

April 13, Tanya Orr and Brad 
Clark from the North Port 
Boys & Girls Club. 

April 20, Elaine Allen Emrich from 
the North Port Kiwanis Club. 

April 27, Evening Social at … 

April 30, Our big gala Havana 
Nights and Casino Game night. 
See Flyer. 

Speaker Meetings are held each 
Wednesday at the Heron Creek 
Golf & Country Club, 5301 Heron 
Creek Blvd. Meetings are from 
noon to 1 pm. 

Evening Socials are on the last 
Wednesday of the month at vari-
ous venues around town. Call for 
time and location 941-416-0294.

April 1, 2022 Chartered - May 27, 1987The Worlds Best Rotary Club



Board of Directors 
President: Maria Lara 
Past-President: Craig Olson 
President Elect: Dean McConville 
Treasurer: Louis Okonkow 
 (Assistant: Maria Kalapati) 
Acting Secretary: Jerry Manegold 

Directors: John Cruzeiro, Paul Patterson, 
 Dean McConville, Jerry Manegold 

District Governor for Area 7: Andy Lyman 
Assistant Governor: Mallory Lasoroso

Committees 
Invocation: Louis Okonkwo 
Sergeant-at-Arms: Dean McConville 
Media: Jerry Manegold, Pam Stuart 
Website: Walt Powers, Jr 
Dictionary Project: John Cruzeiro 
Drowning Prevention: Craig Olson 
Foundation: Nils Weibull 
Fundraisers: Craig Olson, Maria Kalapati,  
 Jerry Manegold, Dean Mc 
 Conville 
International Chair: Louis Okonkwo 
Speaker Programs: Jerry Manegold, Rhonda  
 Gustitus 

Every Rotary Member is invited and encouraged to attend Board Meetings to give ideas and comments; however, final voting is 
left to the Board of Directors.

ROTARY YEAR 2021-2022

CHICAGO, June 22, 2021 — Yesterday, the leading 
voices in the Alzheimer’s and dementia scientific 
community underscored the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion’s consistent position that Aduhelm™ (adu-
canumab) be made available specifically to the 
population represented in the clinical trials where 
there is evidence of clinical benefit — people with 
mild cognitive impairment (MCI) due to Alzheimer’s 
disease and early Alzheimer’s dementia. 

During the meeting, convened by the Alzheimer’s 
Association, experts discussed the path forward for 
the treatment following the Food and Drug Admin-
istration’s (FDA) approval. 

The Alzheimer’s Association is committed to ensur-
ing that individuals living with MCI due to 
Alzheimer’s and early stage Alzheimer’s dementia 
are able to access this treatment. This treatment is 
not appropriate for people in all stages of 
Alzheimer’s. We must continue to diversify the 
treatment pipeline to address this devastating dis-
ease at all stages through multiple pathways and 
for all communities, as we have with other major 
diseases. 

The FDA approval of Aduhelm is the first treatment 

for Alzheimer’s disease since 2003 and the first to 
address the underlying biology of Alzheimer’s. This 
approval begins a new era in Alzheimer’s treatment 
and research where the same progress we have 
witnessed in combating many other major diseases 
may finally develop for the millions now facing 
Alzheimer’s, a terminal disease. History has shown 
us that approvals of the first drug in a new category 
will invigorate the field, increase investments in new 
treatments and generate greater innovation. 

During her welcome remarks, Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion chief science officer, Maria C. Carrillo, Ph.D., 
noted the price announced by the manufacturer will 
pose an insurmountable barrier to access, compli-
cate and jeopardize sustainable access to this 
treatment, and may further deepen issues of health 
equity. She once again underscored the Associa-
tion’s position that the announced price is simply 
unacceptable. 

As the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
(CMS) considers next steps, the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion is committed to working with them — and the 
private payer community — to expedite access for 
the appropriate population, which has such signifi-

Scientific Community: New Alzheimer’s Treatment Most Appropriate for Early-Stage, MCI

Continued On Page 3
Page 2



President’s Message 

Shekhar Mehta 

GREETINGS, DEAR CHANGE-MAKERS OF ROTARY, 

Friends, one of my mantras in Rotary has been do more, 
grow more. I am sure you are adopting this mantra. Do 
more, as in bigger and impactful service projects, and grow 
more, as in increasing our membership. 

There is so much excitement across the Rotary world about 
our Each One, Bring One effort. Everywhere I travel, club 
presidents, district governors, and Rotary members — both 
veteran and new — express appreciation that their mem-
bership efforts are inspiring the Rotary world. 

We are growing more, and I cannot wait to celebrate all of 
this success with you at the Rotary International Convention 
in Houston in June. There is still time to register and make 
your plans to join us. We are looking forward to a once-in-a-
lifetime experience that will unite our members after far too 
much time apart. 

As we grow more, we will have so much more opportunity to 
do more. April is Maternal and Child Health Month, a great 
opportunity for your clubs to consider what you are doing to 
support the health of mothers and young children. 

Editor’s Note: This is an excerpt from the April issue of 
Rotary Magazine. I encourage each member to read their 
magazine for many fantastic articles. I read mine online.

ROTARIAN CODE OF CONDUCT  
As a Rotarian, I will:  

1. Act with integrity and high ethical standards in my personal and professional life  

2. Deal fairly with others and treat them and their occupations with respect  

3. Use my professional skills through Rotary to mentor young people, help those 
with special needs, and improve people’s quality of life in my community and in 
the world  

4. Avoid behavior that reflects adversely on Rotary or other Rotarians  

5. Help maintain a harassment-free environment in Rotary meetings, events, and 
activities; report any suspected harassment; and help ensure non-retaliation to 
those individuals that report harassment 

Rotary Club of North Port Central 
Information 

Mailing address: PO Box 7783 

North Port, FL 34290

Email: rotaryclubofnpc@gmail.com

Facebook: facebook.com/rotarynorthport

Website: rotaryclubofnorthportcentral.com


cant need. CMS faces difficult policy decisions on how 
to best accomplish this within the context of the 
Medicare program, and the Alzheimer's Association 
stands ready to fully support CMS and private payers 
in this work for all communities in need. 

About the Alzheimer's Association 

The Alzheimer’s Association is a worldwide voluntary 
health organization dedicated to Alzheimer’s care, sup 

port and research. Our mission is to lead the way to 
end Alzheimer's and all other dementia — by acceler-
ating global research, driving risk reduction and early 
detection, and maximizing quality care and support. 
Our vision is a world without Alzheimer's and all other 
dementia®. Visit alz.org or call 800.272.3900.
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